
The Grampaw Pettibone Squadron is a non-profit organization (IRS Sect. 501(C)(4) which, through meetings, discussions, speaker programs, and
periodic field trips, serves to educate squadron members and the general public on the requirements of an adequate national defense, especially
maritime aviation, which is essential to a free society, and to support the military professionals (active and reserve) responsible for many aspects of

national defense. GPS also seeks to foster the strong pride, esprit, and fraternal bonds which exist among those associated with Naval Aviation.

THE GPS LUNCHEON MEETING
WILL BE HELD ON

THURSDAY, 9 AUGUST 2018
 AT THE 

GARDEN GROVE ELKS LODGE 
LOCATED AT 11551 TRASK  Ave., GARDEN GROVE

Hangar doors open at 1130, Luncheon is at 1200, secure at 1330. 
Please make reservations before 9 PM on Monday 6 August. 

COST IS $18.00. FOR RESERVATIONS Please E-mail
RayLeCompte34@Gmail/com  or by Phone: 562-287-4846

About our speaker’s topic:

MARINE AIR
IN THE HEAT OF THE

 TET OFFENSIVE
About our speaker:

Mr. STEPHEN TUCKER
CAPTAIN USMC(1966-1970

  Stephen Tucker is a United States Marine. He served on active duty from March, 1966 until
September, 1970.
He was designated as Naval Aviator in Sept., 1967. From February 1968 until March 1969, he
served in The Republic of Vietnam as a Marine helicopter pilot attached to HMM-364 and
MAG-36. He participated in the Battle of Hue City, The Battle of Hai Van Pass, and the Battle
of Khe Sanh during the Tet Offensive of 1968.
The rest of his tour was in daily support of U.S. Military actions in the I Corps of the RVN. 
  Upon returning home, he was assigned to NAS Pensacola as an Instructor Pilot in Advanced
Instruments. 
September of 1970, he was released from active duty at the rank of Captain.



  Stephen Tucker then
grew a small printing
company into a very
successful one named
Colorplus Graphics in
Cerritos, California.
After retirement in
2003, He has been an
active member in the
Freedom Committee of
Orange County. Their
mission is “Passing the
Torch of Freedom on

to Future Generations”, in Middle Schools, High Schools,
and Colleges. The task is to present personal military and life
experiences so students may understand about the price and
sacrifice of those who have given all for the freedom of
America as well as others pursuing freedom around the
world.
  Stephen has a short, but meaningful, history of a family
member serving in the U.S. Military. His father is also a
Marine serving in 1944-45 as a rifleman. He participated in
the Battle for Iwo Jima. He fought there for 10 days until
severely wounded and evacuated. It took a year for him to
completely recover from his wounds at Farragut Navy
Hospital inside Farragut Naval Training Station near Coeur
d’ Alene, Idaho.
  Capt. Tucker’s military awards include:  Presidential Unit
Citation, Vietnamese Campaign Medal w/device, 17 Air
Medals s/f Awards, Navy Achievement Medal w/Combat
“V”, Vietnam Service Medal w/4 Stars, Navy
Commendation Medal w/Combat “V”, Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry w/palm and frame. 

July Luncheon Speaker Briefing

THE AMELIA
EARHART

CONTROVERSY
By David  L. Malmad - PAO

  The Grampaw Pettibone
Squadron was honored to have
Steve Lund, LTC USA(Ret) share

his knowledge and research regarding the events and
controversy surrounding the disappearance of Amelia
Earhart and Fred Noonan on their historic flight in 1937.  
Cindy Macha, GPS Ops Officer introduced our speaker.
  From that date in 1937 to today, mystery has surrounded
the events of the disappearance of the aircraft and crew. 
Steve’s talk presented evidence to support one theory.
  Steve began his talk by noting that he has been following
the story and research since the early 60s when TV journalist
Ted Goerner  first started to investigate stories that the
journey of Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan ended on
Saipan.   Our speaker noted that during the research by Mr.

Goerner, numerous events
occurred that blocked his
investigation in learning
the truth about the
disappearance of the
Lockheed Electra and
crew.  Our speaker’s
interest increased the more
he heard about the
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d

resistance that appeared.  His initial comments noted what he
felt was a cover-up by authorities.
  The mystery and the passage of time has increased the
number of causes and explanations for the disappearance. 
The official explanation was she got lost, missed Howland
Island, her designated stop, ran out of gas landing in the
water and drowned.  This has been the official story ever
since.
  Over time new explanations are presented and when this
occurs   the official word is presented to defuse speculation. 
However, according to our speaker, whenever the official
word is presented to refute new supportable evidence, the
official word is suspect.  The more evidence presented, the
more skepticism appears regarding the official word.
  The second theory that has been presented on the History
Channel and supported by TIGHAR (The International
Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery) is a result of a
navigation error.  The aircraft was blown off-course and
landed on a reef near Nikumaroro Island (Gardner Island). 
This is well south of course.  Over eleven searches to this
location with numerous sponsors have been conducted by
TIGHAR to seek evidence of the plane or crew at this
location.  Reports that she continued to broadcast for 3 days
after her expected arrival supported the theory that she was
able to start an engine for battery power and use her radio.
  Bones found in 1940 on Nikumaroro Island —were initially
thought to belong to Amelia Earhart.   They were found
alongside a number of possessions that could have belonged
to her, including a shoe; a box designed to hold a navigation
device similar to the one used by her navigator Fred Noonan;
and a bottle, which she was known to carry with her.  But
when a researcher measured and analyzed the bones in 1940,
he determined they belonged to a man, dashing the idea that
they belonged to the legendary pilot.  Further analysis of the
bones could not occur due to their disappearance. The bones
were subsequently found and reexamined.  More advanced
equipment concluded the bones were from a man.   Further
evidence confirmed that the island was inhabited during the
war and additional research did not reveal any evidence of
any aircraft matching the one flown by Earhart.
  The third theory our speaker found more plausible due to
recent evidence was one supporting the belief the flight was
a spy mission to overfly Japanese held islands at Truk and
Kwajalein Atoll and ran out of fuel on her way to Howland
Island. This is the interesting theory to be discussed.  
  When speaking about Amelia Earhart and her contribution



to the field of aviation, mixed opinions exist.  The
achievements over the 10-12 year period that marked her
accomplishments could support a belief she was pretty
remarkable in her drive, ambition and achievements.  The
suggestion she was not capable was based on statements from
Paul Mantz, her technical advisor on the first attempt for the
around the world flight when she crashed on take-off.   Amelia
Earhart’s navigator on the second flight, Fred Noonan, had only
good things to say.  There were a number of detractors who
commented on Fred Noonan’s ability and habits in spite of his
skills and demonstrated ability.
  The first flight that resulted in the accident at take-off included
a series of questionable factors.  Fuel requirements at take-off
did not appear sufficient to support such a mission.  Aircraft
repairs which proved costly were beyond the financial resources
of Amelia Earhart or her husband George Putnam.  The funding
for the purchase of the aircraft came from the US Navy. 
Considerable press coverage during her initial flight was
virtually non-existent during the repairs and preparation for the
subsequent and final departure.  The aircraft received upgraded
engines, configuration changes to the structure that included
longer wings, the addition of aerial survey cameras, added fuel
tanks which increased the range by 6 hours and the latest
navigation equipment.  Press reports did not indicate these
additions. 
  Geopolitical conditions in the Pacific at this time reflected
Japanese expansion.  Islands previously held by Germany were
conveyed to Japan as a result of WWI terms that benefited
Japan.  The acquired Central Pacific islands were not to be
fortified according to treaty provisions from WWI.   Our
speaker noted that even if the flight had been successful in
photographing the islands it flew over, the Japanese would have
made improvements that would not have revealed any military
presence, but appeared to be for the benefit of the population,
such as improved infrastructure and not any military
improvements.
  Steve presented information to support the third theory that the
flyers had been in the Marshall Islands.  He noted that the
aircraft was modified for long range flight with on-board
camera system, the crew agreed to the mission and the US
government controlled the release of information regarding the
flight and subsequent search.  
  The information presented supported the theory that the flight
diverted from the original path flew over Truk, a major
Japanese military base and then east bound towards Kwajalein,
another military facility, followed by resuming the presumed
route towards Howland Island.  However, winds aloft were
stronger than predicted which forced the plane down along the
route.
  Additional evidence in 1987 supported such conclusions when
the local island government issued a Commemorative Stamp
series depicting the events that occurred some 50 years prior. 
The stamps; depicted the water landing on a reef landing near
Mili Atoll, noted arrival of a ship and transporting of the
aircraft by barge towed by a ship.
  According to our speaker, residents of Mili Atoll and Jaluit in
the Marshall Islands knew of the existence of both people
beginning July 1937.   They claim the aircraft made a water
landing on a reef off the coast of Barre Island, Mili Atoll in July

1937.   The crew were observed in the aircraft and on the island
and at one time buried what was described as a silver box. The
box was never located.   During this same period radio
messages were received by US personnel monitoring radio
frequencies for the missing aircraft.  It was suggested that the
location of a transmitter on the aircraft was operational due to
the manner in which the plane landed and with an engine turned
on, could transmit.  Eventually Japanese military arrived and
took the crew and secured the aircraft.   

  Witnesses were questioned
by US personnel who
occupied the area in 1944. 
The witnesses described who
they believed to be a white
man and woman, and an
aircraft moved to an awaiting
barge and transported to the
island of Jaluit.  A subsequent

photo identified as a file photo from US Office of Naval
Intelligence records claim to have been taken at the time
suggest the presence of personnel that match the description of
both Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan.  In the same photo there
appears to be an aircraft secured on a barge and attached to a
ship at a dock in Jaluit.  It was further stated that the aircraft
and crew were eventually transported to the island of Saipan for
disposition by the Japanese authorities.    Some dispute
regarding the time the photo was taken raised questions as to
the authenticity of the evidence that the photo identified both
Earhart and Noonan.  According to our speaker, corroboration
did support the belief the photo was accurate in identifying both
people.  
  Research teams on Barre Island in 2011 did locate and identify
abandoned equipment supporting the story that some sort of
track was placed to move a large object across a portion of the
island to a beach area for subsequent loading on a ship of some
kind.  Artifacts located on the island near the point of the barge
location may be parts of the aircraft, however, further testing
dismissed the authenticity of some of the parts since the type of
metal found did not exist at the time of the flight.   Other parts
could have been part of the Electra based on size and
appearance.
  The presentation included additional information that US
personnel on Saipan after the US secured the island did view
and identify the aircraft previously moved by barge and located
property belonging to Amelia Earhart.  Additional testimony
from a local native stated her father executed the pilot.  The
presentation referenced a list of American soldiers and local
inhabitants who testified to the evidence supporting the
presence of both Earhart and Noonan and their eventual demise. 
  Further evidence in US National Archives contained reference
to identification and location of the missing plane and crew on
January 7, 1939.  This information was based on evidence
presumably collected through monitoring coded Japanese
messages.  Since the US had broken the Japanese military code,
to reveal knowledge of this could impact the US ability to
secretly monitor Japanese communication during the war.  Our
speaker stated that this knowledge and the subsequent location
and identification of the aircraft in 1944 on Saipan would not be
revealed in order to protect the reputation of US leadership.



   The conclusion of the presentation supports the belief that;
the original aircraft was intentionally damaged by Amelia
Earhart.  The subsequent aircraft was specially constructed for
intelligence gathering.  The Roosevelt administration
disavowed all knowledge of the mission to protect the code
breaking previously achieved.  The eventual location of the
aircraft and evidence was suppressed to protect the
administration.

From The

C.O.
Tim Brown

  Recently I attended a luncheon
presentation by Dan Heller, Senior
Docent at Lyon Air Museum.  Dan
told the amazing story about the

Allies efforts to decipher the codes of the Germans and
Japanese prior to and during World War II.  One of these days
you just might get a taste of his presentation at one of our
luncheons.  That being said, Dan and I exchanged emails (his
email address is “danman999@cox.net” and he sent the
following message:
  “I am in the preliminary research stages of a book I am going
to write on a Navy A-6 that was shot down near Hanoi in May
of 1967. The pilot was captured and spent six years in the
Hanoi Hilton, but the bombardier/navigator badly broke his leg
on ejection and spent three days evading before radio contact
with him was lost. From that point on; his fate remains a
mystery.
  I am looking for personal stories and narratives of Naval
Aviation Attack Squadrons (USN/USMC) during the years
1965-1968 of the Vietnam conflict. Specifically, personnel who
participated in OPERATION ROLLING THUNDER (all service
branches), members of Naval Aviation Attack Squadrons
(VA/VF/VMFA) and those who served on Dixie or Yankee
stations. If you know anybody who meets this criteria and is
willing to share their stories, I would appreciate you passing on
my contact information to them. Of course you have my e-mail
address and my phone number is (949) 616-4796.”
  If you have any leads, please get in touch with him directly.
  I hope that we cleared up the issues that you/we might have
had regarding delivery and receipt of the OpPlan via email.  As
a reminder, if you wish to receive a hard copy of the OpPlan via
USPS, please contact Hal McDonnel, our OpPlan Editor,
directly.  Please try to recruit new members and attend our
luncheons.  We do enjoy your company.  We will present the
SOQs and make awards at our meeting this month.

From The

CHAPLAIN
Bill Thompson

  If you happen to be over fifty years
of age, you no doubt have a lot of
memories of how things "used to be." 
If we listed some of those memories
with each other, there would be a

rather long list. And, if we tried to describe how things are
today, I know opinions would create another long list. I recently
stumbled across a poem which, for me, seemed to say a lot
about our nation...today. Think about its message, if you choose
to read it.
 The title is "Dreams"

I will not change my path with you,
 O worshippers of gold!
My path is rough, but heaven-lit,
 And yours is smooth, but cold.

In your resplendent halls each night
 The ghost of envy strides,
While in the castle of my heart
 The living God resides.

My heart is young, though youth is gone;
 Your hearts in youth are old;
I will not change one golden dream 
 For all your dreams of gold.

By Philip M. Raskin

MEMBERSHIP
By Sel Ramsay

  For several years I have been
trying to get a good friend to give us
a lunch program about some of his
unique flying experience.  CDR
Mitchell "Mike" Flint was a Navy
pilot in WWII, and was a Naval

Reservist at Naval Air Station Los Alamitos in the 1950's and
1960's.  He was Commanding Officer of my Unit at Los   Al in
his last duty tour, when he retired from the Navy to his business
as an attorney in Hollywood.  When I called him last month I
learned he had died.
  The unusual flying experience I wanted him to tell us about
was flying Messerschmitts in 1948 for the new nation of Israel.
  His son, Michael, returned my call, and we talked about his
Dad and the flying he did. Michael told me that the story was
not lost.  A book was published last year called, "Angels In The
Sky", written by Robert Gandt, that describes in good detail the
efforts made by Israel to obtain planes and pilots to help fight
for the new nation.  My Placentia Library did not have a copy,
but they found one in Anaheim, which came two days later. The
book is an exciting read, almost day-by-day, of drama and
action that saved the nation's battle.

MEET AND GREET OUR NEW MEMBERS:

JOHN KIM, WILLIAM SCHULTZ,
ROD LOSEY, PAT MACHA,

STEVEN LUND & DAVID CHICHESTER

SEE YOU AT THE 9 AUGUST  LUNCHEON 


